
Plymstock School History Department
The History Department at Plymstock School is a thriving, creative and ambitious environment where students are supported and encouraged to achieve their full potential. Nurturing a collegiate approach between all stakeholders has seen our department thrive across all Key Stages.  First and foremost, we continually challenge ourselves and our students to be effective learners. Consequently, we take risks and thrive in an environment that encourages respect and tolerance. 

The department comprises of four full time and two part time subject specialist teachers. We additionally have the support of an administrative assistant. The History Department benefits from four recently refurbished teaching rooms, each with digital projectors and Apple TV. Additionally, there is access to a shared computer suite and I-Pads. All teachers use personal I-Pads to enhance both their teaching and administration.
Our planning has enabled us to create an integrated skills based curriculum within a comprehensive and chronological Scheme of Learning. We provide a broad sweep of local, national and international History, opening our student’s eyes to the world around them.  Our curriculum is delivered through highly planned, resourced and differentiated lessons allowing for progression through the key skills. Cross-curricular links are a strength as well as planning for the assessment of the Key Skills, Processes, PLTSs and effective teacher student reflection and dialogue. 
History is taught to every student at Key Stage 3. In Year 7 we initially deliver a skills unit, providing an overview of the Key Skills and Processes prior to commencing our studies with the Norman Invasion. Year 7 History is taught on a termly rotation with our Humanities colleagues with each class getting 8 hours of History per fortnight for a term before commencing their Geography and RS classes. Year 8 continues from the Civil War through until the end of the First World and Year 9 takes our studies through until the present day. Years 8 & 9 see History delivered for 3 hours a fortnight.

Keeping an oversight of the whole curriculum has been core to our planning as we have sought to blur to boundaries between the Key Stages. We have sought to take the freedom of KS3 to create a challenging, innovative, relevant, reflective, fun and focused curriculum that plans to deliver the knowledge and skills development for a smooth transition into Key Stages 4,5 and beyond.
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At Key Stage 4 we offer The Edexcel SHP B Specification studying:

· Germany 1919-45

· Medicine Through Time

· Surgery

· Controlled Assessment - Vietnam  
History is allocated 5 hours per fortnight in Year 10 and 6 per fortnight in Year 11. Recruitment is very strong into History at GCSE and consequently, all department colleagues contribute to the teaching of GCSE History. 
As with our GCSE, A Level recruitment has always been high.  The curriculum at present delivers the Edexcel Specification:
· AS Unit 1- Stalin’s Russia 1924 -53

· AS Unit 1- Ideology, Conflict & Retreat: The USA in Asia, 1950 – 73

· AS Unit 2 - Britain in the later 20th Century: Responding to Change

· A2 Unit 3 - The USA: Boom, Bust & Recovery 1917- 54
· Coursework - The Arab Israeli Conflict
We look forward to working with a dedicated and innovative colleague who will strive to uphold and enhance the values and aspirations that have been embedded into our practice. 
For any further information please contact Andrew Withey  (HOD for History) – awithey@plymstockschool.org.uk
or, study our curriculum further by visiting the support pages through: www.historynetwork.co.uk


